BLUE BY DAY, WHITE BY NIGHT: 


Police-Nazi Collaboration in Toronto 





In the past few years alone, what has long 
been dismissed as paranoia and conspiracy theo- 
rizing on the part of a small lunatic fringe (usually 
by people who are sheltered enough from neo- 
nazi violence and police brutality to be able to 
turn a blind eye to it) has proven to be a pretty 
wide-spread and systematic reality. The role of 
the police has gone from protecting neo-nazi 
marches and property to outrightly collaborating 
with and helping to build their organizations. 

First, during the spring of 1994, a 14 divi- 
sion rookie cop named Brad Coulbeck was 
charged with discreditable conduct after it was 
revealed that he not only was on the Heritage 
Front mailing list, but had purchased nazi litera- 
ture and actively distributed it among other offi- 
cers. It was also revealed that he had travelled to 
the US on several occasions to attend white 
supremacist gatherings, including a 1992 Ku Klux 
Klan rally in Arkansas. Coulbeck went 
into complete denial, denying that 
he was a racist or a Heritage é 
Front member, claiming that 
he had gone undercover into 
the HF to assist in a crimi- 
nal investigation. To date, 
it has never been docu- 
mented anywhere that 
Coulbeck was ever 
assigned to such an 
investigation. 

Coulbeck, of course, 
had nothing to worry 
about. After over two years 
of delays, he was cleared of 
any wrongdoing after two sets 
of investigator's notes “mysterious- 
ly” disappeared. In fact, because 
Coulbeck was also facing criminal charges of 










assault laid by his ex-fiancee, the discreditable 
conduct charges were never even heard in court. 

It was then revealed that Con. Alistair Stark 
of the Metro Hate Crimes Unit, formed in 1993 
under community pressure to investigate racist 
and homophobic violence (committed by people 
other than agents of the state), had met with top 
Heritage Front fuhrers Wolfgang Droege, Gerry 
Lincoln, and Grant Bristow to show them pho- 
tographs from a June 28th, 1993 demonstration 
organized by the Toronto Coalition Against Racism 
(TCAR). Why? After the June 14th, 1993 Anti- 
Racist Action demo were the house of then-voice 
of the HF hateline Gary Schipper got trashed, 
Droege and about 30 of hiS wanna-be stormtroop- 
ers armed with pipes and baseball bats attempt- 
ed to invade a downtown bar frequented by anti- 
racists to bust heads in retaliation. Their plan 
failed miserably when they were effectively 
chased away, with some of them leaving 
in stretchers. 

Almost immediately after, 
Droege went to the Hate 
Crimes Unit, whining about 

having been the victim of 
an “anti-white” hate 
crime. The unit not only 
overlooked the blatant 
contradictions at hand, 
Stark personally brought 
photographs from the 
TCAR demo for Droege 
and the other two fascists 
to look through to identify 
his supposed attackers. 
This was revealed on 
May 16th, 1994, when Stark took 
the stand in the College Park court- 
house, after being subpoened to testify by 


defense counsel for five anti-racists implicated 
and charged in connection with the house trash- 
ing. Stark openly and unapologetically stated that 
members of his unit had surveilled and 
photographed the TCAR demo for the specific pur- 
pose of taking the pictures to Droege. 

That was just weeks after Droege had 
been charged with weapons offenses and aggra- 
vated assault for breaking the jaw of an ARA sup- 
porter during that same altercation. Droege, a 
longtime fascist organizer with a history of being 
an active participant in some of the most atro- 
cious neo-nazi violence in the Canadian context, 
spent three years in a US prison for his involve- 
ment in the 1981 attempted invasion of the 
Carribbean island-nation of Dominica by a white 
supremacist mercenary army comprised of mem- 
bers of three KKK chapters, the Western Guard, 
the National Socialist Party of America, and the 
National Alliance, in an attempt to establish a 
base for international Klan and nazi terrorism. 
Droege’s role would have been the running of a 
cocaine processing plant. He was also a top goon 
for the Western Guard, a fascist group active in 
Toronto during the 1970s, which was responsible 
for countless attacks against the African, Jewish, 
and leftist communities, and he was a national 
organizer for the Canadian Knights of the Ku 
Klux Klan. 

Thus, the Hate Crimes Unit was 
allowed to collaborate with one of the most 
notorious and dangerous racist organizers in 
North America, in jeopardizing and putting at 
risk the lives of the very people it was sup- 
posedly formed to protect, and directly aid 
the exact types of hate crimes it was sup- 
posedly formed to crack down on. 


“With enemies like 
CSIS, who needs 


friends?” 


- Heritage Front’s Gary Schipper 
The most terrifying revelation of all, 


however, was a leak in August of 1994, that & 





Grant Bristow, 1992 


Grant Bristow, who had been active in the neo- 
nazi movement for at least five years, was a paid 
informant and agent for Canada’s federal spy 
agency, the Canadian Security and Intelligence 
Service (CSIS)! Bristow, the so-called counter- 
intelligence chief and coordinator of security for 
the HF, not only helped found and finance 
Canada’s largest and (for lack of a better term) 
most successful fascist organization since the 
1930s, but also directed a nefarious campaign of 
death threats and beatings of anti-racist activists. 

Bristow, who was allegedly paid between 
$50,000 and $60,000 in 1993 alone by CSIS, 
had a long history of being the main contact in 
Canada for the international white supremacist 
movement. Between 1991 and 1994, he was 
involved in actions that would allow major neo- 
nazis such as Tom and John Metzger, Dennis 
Mahon, and Ewald Althans to enter the country 
and meet with local fascists in order to facilitate 
the growth of the HF, as well as helping to coordi- 
nate trips made to Vancouver, Ottawa, Montreal, 
and the US by top HF members. 

While under the direct supervision of CSIS, 
based upon affidavits signed by HF defector 
Elisse Hategan, he taught younger boneheads to 
break into voice mailboxes and answering 
machines, and had 
coordinated a cam- 
paign of psychologi- 
cal warfare and 
harassment by pro- 
viding them with 
addresses and 
phone numbers of 
anti-racists. 

This resulted in 
numerous physical 
attacks, people get- 
ting stalked in their 
homes and work- 
places, vandalism, a 
mysogynist and 
lesbophobic cam- 
paign of harassment 
against YouthLink, a 
shelter for young 





women, which culminated in an arson attack 
against one of their locations and a Black woman 
employee getting attacked in her home, another 
arson attack directed at the home of a Jewish 
anti-racist activist in Kitchener, and a five-on-one 
attack on a Black Action Defense Committee 
member. 

Absolutely zero charges were 
laid in either of the two arsons 
mentioned above. In effect, so little 
harm and so much strengthening 
was dealt to the far-right by Bristow 
and CSIS, that top HF fuhrer Gerry 
Lincoln was quoted as saying, “The 
positive things he did for us far out- 
weigh the negative. I’d like to have 
10 more men just like him.” 

lt must not be forgotten that 
whatever threat the extreme-right 
has ever posed in this particular 
context, it could never have posed 
it without the direction, resources, 
and finances provided by CSIS via 
Bristow. One of the bigger ironies is 
that it was exactly thse types of 
scandals that led to the disman- 
tling of CSIS’s predecesor, the 
RCMP Secret Service, and the for- 
mation of CSIS in 1983, after the 
cases of Robert Toope (an RCMP 
informant who joined the Western 
Guard and committed hundreds of 
crimes for that group) and William 
Lau Richardson (another RCMP informant who 
joined the KKK, formed the Klan Intelligence 
Agency, and spied on anti-racist groups and vari- 
ous immigrant/refugee communities in the late 
70s and early 80s) became public knowledge and 
provoked a massive outcry. CSIS, from its very 
inception, has been given sweeping powers of 
investigation and surveillance, and a level of 
impunity and unaccountability which far surpass- 
es that of the RCMP SS. 

Absolutely none of the actual disruption of 
the HF’s organizing efforts or criminal charges 
laid against a single HF member can in any way 
be attributed to Bristow. To this day, two years 





after his exposure, he has never been called as a 


crown witness in any criminal prosecutions of 


neo-nazis in Canada, and there are zero new crim- 
inal charges being laid against a single fascist as 
a result of Bristow’s “investigation,” a situation 

highly unlikely to change. 
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Kracker Kop Jambouree 


Most recently, it was revealed that at least 
one 51 division cop, Wylie Sheridan, along with 
several RCMP officers, attended the “Good Ol’ 
Boys Roundup”, in Polk County, Tennessee in 
May of 1995, an annual all-white and all-male 
gathering of law enforcement personnel from all 
over North America, where “Nigger Check Point” 
signs are posted at the entrance, and KKK mer- 
chandise, “Federal Nigger Hunting Licenses”, and 
t-shirts with Martin Luther King’s face in 
crosshairs are openly sold and distributed. 

While Sheridan is the only 51 division cop 


confirmed to have attended this racist hoedown, 
it is open to speculation that he may have been 
one out of many. 51 division is garrisoned right in 
the heart of Regent Park, a lower-income neigh- 
bourhood in Toronto's east end with a large com- 
munity of African and Carribbean families, where 
the officers that occupy that ‘hood have a horren- 
dous reputation for beatings, killings, and false 
arrests of Black residents, as the siege in August 
of 1995, when over 100 officers from all over the 
city were deployed to arrest three unarmed Black 
youths who were brutally beaten, maced, and 
subjected to racial insults makes a clear example 
‘of. That at least one cop from that particular 
gang set would attend such a gathering hardly 
makes any of the residents raise an eyebrow. 


Who Is Anti-Racist ACTION? 


ARA came together in September 1992 to show the strength 
of our opposition to fascism, as well as our commitment to a 
multiracial, multi-cultural, sexually diverse, liberated and fun 
society. ARA is an open group. Our meetings are wheelchair 
accessible and childcare is provided on request. 


We offer these examples, excluding the fact 
that since 1976, at least 16 Black people have 
been shot by Metro’s swinest, 11 fatally, to state 
that despite whatever lip-service the police may 
pay to being committed to cracking down on hate 
crimes, with far too many people who should 
know better still believing them, to wait for them 
to save us all from the nasty nazis is not only 
foolish, it’s suicidal. All of the above examples 
should make clear that while the police have con- 
sistently made clear their willingness to criminal- 
ize anti-fascist youth for fighting back, their will- 
ingness to collaborate with and help create racist 
and fascist organizations should be every bit as 
clear by now. 
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